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ARMY MEDICAL LIBRARY 


ISSUED FROM THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


ANNUAL MEETING OF HONORARY CONSULTANTS 


The sixth Annual Meeting of the Association of Honorary 
Consultants to the Army Medical Library will be held in Washing- 
ton, D. C., on Friday 21 October 1949. It will be a one-day meet- 
ing divided between the Army Medical Library and the Army Medi- 
cal Center. 


The Executive Committee will meet at the Library on the day 
before the formal meeting. 


DR. WEED RESIGNS CHAIRMANSHIP OF COMMITTEE 


Dr. Lewis H. Weed has resigned as Chairman of the Surgeon 
General’s Committee on Medical Indexing, because of illness. Dr. 
Chauncey D. Leake has been appointed to succeed him as Chairman. 

Dr. Weed has the best wishes of the Director and staff of the 
Army Medical Library for an early recovery. 


MAJOR ROGERS COMPLETES COURSE 


Major Frank B. Rogers, M. C., has completed his course at the 
School of Library Service, Columbia University, and is now on leave. 
He will report for duty at the Library on 15 September 1949. 


HONORARY CONSULTANTS 
AID IN COMPILING NEW MEDICAL DICTIONARY 


Late in 1944 it was proposed to Colonel Harold W. Jones, then 
Director of the Army Medical Library, that he undertake a revision 
of one of the standard medical dictionaries which had become obso- 
lescent. Colonel Jones agreed to accept the task provided it would 





cost borne by Association of Honorary Consultants to the Army Medical Library. 
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not interfere with his Army duties and if he could have the choos. 
ing of a competent editorial staff. It did not seem possible to under- 
take the work in the Army Medical Library but fortunately both th 
Surgeon General of the Army and the Board of Trustees of the Cleve. 
land Medical Library Association generously offered space in the 
Allen Memorial Library in Cleveland, then partially under lease as 
the Cleveland branch of the Army Medical Library. 

The Board of Editors selected was composed at first of Dr, 
Max H. Fisch and Major Thomas E. Keys, of the Cleveland staff. 
The three editors added later were Dr. Robert M. Stecher of Cleve 
land, Dr. Normand L. Hoerr of Western Reserve University, and Dr, 
Arthur Osol of Philadelphia. Thus the editorial staff was composed 
largely of those who are now Honorary Consultants to the Army 
Medical Library. To this staff was added a sizeable group of non- 
professional editors. Through the interest of Dr. Winfred G. Leut- 
ner, President of Western Reserve University, a considerable pro- 
portion of the medical staff of Western Reserve University were ap- 
pointed contributing editors. In this way, as Dr. Fishbein has said, 
a medical dictionary for the first time was built around a univer- 
sity faculty. 


For several years it was not certain whether or not this vast 
and expensive venture would be successful. However, after five 
years of intensive scientific work on the part of more than a hundred 
authorities the new dictionary is ready. 


Major General Norman T. Kirk, the wartime Surgeon General 
of the Army, has spoken warmly in praise of this new book, the first 
completely new unabridged medical dictionary published in nearly 


forty years, and he is particularly proud of the fact that the editori- i 
al board contained so many Honorary Consultants to the Army Medt [| 


cal Library. 


MEDICAL WAR CRIMINALS 


The Library has received from the Office of the Chief of Coun- 
sel for War Crimes a set of the full proceedings of the Nuremberg 
trial of Karl Brandt and other German doctors convicted of criminal 
and inhuman medical experimentation upon prisoners and of mass 
killings of concentration camp inmates. Together with the trial pro- 
ceedings are copies of all the documents submitted in evidence during 
the trial. 

These important documents constitute the full record of a shame 
ful chapter in medical history. They were the basis of the recent book 
by Mitschenich, Doctors of Infamy. 





The task of arranging the 18,000 pieces of mimeographed materi- 


al has been completed. 
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ARMY MEDICAL LIBRARY NEWS 
——Eooaiaeonaeaeenne 


ACTING EDITOR OF CURRENT LIST 


Mr. Seymour I. Taine has been appointed to the newly established 
position of Acting Editor of the Current List of Medical Literature. 
Mr, Taine came to the Army Medical Library from the Library of the 
University of California. He is a graduate of the Columbia University 
School of Library Service and attended the New York University College 





} of Dentistry for two years. 


RUSSIAN MEDICAL ABSTRACTS 


A new Soviet publication of great interest to all concerned with 
the problems of medical abstracting is the Sovetskoe Meditsinskoe 
Referativnoe Obozrenie which began publication by Medgiz in Moscow 
in 1948. The work is published in at least nine sections (Physiology, 
Surgery, Pediatrics, Microbiology, etc.), each section reviewing the 
previous year’s Russian literature in one field. 

Both books and journal articles are abstracted. The abstracts 








bare signed and run generally from one hundred to two hundred words. 


Thus part two of the Surgery section (Khirurgicheskie Bolezni) pub- 
lished in 1949 reviews about 800 books and journal articles in the field 


bof surgery which appeared in Russia during 1947. Bibliographical data 


nis 3 





» about the works abstracted is regrettably scant. 


Each part of the work is published in an edition of 5000 copies. 
The frequency of publication is not known positively, but it is presumed 
to be an annual, 


PARIS EXHIBIT 


The achievements in neurology during the past century are the 
subject of an exhibit prepared by the Armed Forces Institute of Pa- 
thology and the Army Medical Library for the Fourth International 
Neurological Congress, to be held at the Faculté de Médecine de Paris, 
5 to 10 September 1949. On display will be the chief published works 
loaned by the Library and the portraits of 122 pioneers in the vari- 
ous fields of neurology, from sixteen countries. 

A brochure on the exhibit, entitled The Founders of Neurology, 
containing biographic sketches and protraits of the neurologists repre- 
sented, will be published at a future date. The brochure will also have 
a preface by Dr. Webb Haymaker, Chief of the Neuropathology Section, 
Armed Forces Institute of Pathology, who assembled the exhibit, and 
forewords by the Directors of the Institute and the Library. 

The biographic sketches were written by more than eighty neu- 
rologists in the United States who join, in this way, to honor these 
great leaders of the past. 
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BONDS REDEEMED 


The Government bonds bequeathed to the Army Medical Libray 
by the will of the late Mrs. Emma Wheat Gillmore have been me 
deemed and the amount of $15,000 has been deposited to the Gillmor 
Bequest. 


NEW SCIENTIFIC INDEX 


The Library has received the first installments of a new 
scientific index published by the Italian Consiglio Nazionale Dellé 
Richerche: Indice di Periodici Scientifici E Tecnini. The index 
is published in eleven sections. Section 5 indexes journals cure 
rently received by the Consiglio in the fields of medicine, biology 
and psychology. The format closely resembles that of the Cure” 
rent List of Medical Literature. The Consiglio, whose address 
Piazzale delle Scienze, 7, Rome, offers a microfilm service for 


the articles indexed. The monthly publication began in January” 
1949. 








DR. SCHULLIAN WRITES ENCYCLOPEDIA SECTION 


Dr. Dorothy M. Schullian, of the History of Medicine Divisig, 
is the author of Part I ‘‘Ancient, Medieval and Renaissance’’ oft 
revised and rewritten Section on ‘‘Libraries’’ for the latest edition 
of the Encyclopedia Americana. 

The Americana Corporation has reprinted the Section on “Lt 
braries’’ for a limited distribution. 


STAFF ACTIVITIES 


Miss M. Ruth MacDonald lectured to the advanced catalogi 
class at the Catholic University on 29 July on the organization @ 
cataloging in a small library. 


Miss Winifred A. Johnson was recently appointed Managing 
Editor of the A.L.A. Division of Cataloging and Classification 
Journal. 


Mr. Seymour I. Taine has been elected Treasurer of the Ds: 
trict of Columbia Library Association for 1949-50. 











